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bear Mr. Toth:

‘Recent analysis of fish collected In the Ashtabula River has shown
high concentrations of hexachloropenzene (HCB) (l1.85 ug/gl. This
compound is nighly toxic, has been shown to persist for long periods
in the environment, and is known to accumulate as it passes up the
food chain. It is exfremely important that any discharges of Hid
be located quickly so that further contamination of the Rlver and
the Great Lakes can be halted.

Accoraing to our information, the chior-alkali or chlorinated

hydrocaroons manufacturing processes employea at your facility at the

above aadress have the potentlal for producing HCo as a byproduct.

In adaition to direct Input of HCs to the River by way of a waste-

water discnarge, emission Into the air resulting in exposure of the
surrounding population or subsequent transfer to the river must also _
be considered a strong possibility. Air transport formed a critical \
link in a severe cattle contaminatlion Incident Involving HCB in :
Louisiana in 975,

"I therefore request, pursuant to the autnority provided by Section
308 of the rederal water Pollution Control Act, as amended,

33 U.S5.C. 1315, and Section 114 of the Clean Air Act, as amended,
42 U.5.C. 1857(c)-9, that your Company furnish €PA with Information
- pertaining fo the production, use, disposal, emlssion, or discharge
.of ‘hexachloropenzene, at the designated manufacturing facility from
1972 to the present. :
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